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There is something special about springtime. Maybe it is that once the winter chill begins to fade 
away, we start to see the outward signs of nature’s beauty that is often concealed by the pale 
landscape during the cold months. And while I, like many, enjoy the sight of a flowering cherry 
blossom tree, a cluster of blooming daffodils and the plushness of a budding lawn; there is 
something more joyous about spring time. Although our eyes may more easily recognize the 
vibrant traces of spring, the true bliss of this season radiates from the exuberant sounds and 
sights of children.  
 
As a school community, our Catholic belief calls us to safeguard the precious dignity of life. And 
while we may understand this tenet of our faith to defend the unborn and aged, we need to look 
no further than the gift of children to see a segment of our population that desperately needs us. 
To this point, April is recognized as Child Abuse Prevention month and in 2008, the pinwheel 
was introduced as the national symbol for child abuse prevention. The pinwheel denotes visions 
of childhood play and serves as a powerful reminder of the great childhoods that we want for all 
children. Locally, the “Pinwheels for Protection” program honors this month of child advocacy. 
Accordingly, included as a symbol of our advocacy for the protection of children, our Prayer 
Partner student groups “planted” blue pinwheels along the property line of Riverside Drive and 
will remain there throughout the month. Additionally, on Monday, April 3rd, the entire school 
wore “blue waves of support” as a visible image for our support for all children. In support of the 
work that one of our local child advocacy groups offers to those within the Eastern Shore area, 
SFdS collected $630 for the Life Crisis Center. In addition, our Student Council has collected 
signatures for a petition that will be sent to Mayor Day and members of the City Council asking 
them to address the issue of child abuse through strong legislation against those who violate the 
innocence of childhood, as well as to provide funding in support of child advocacy programs.  
 
It is programs and events like this that serve as direct evidence to our school’s commitment to 
using the principles of our faith as a means to give a voice to the voiceless. 
 
This week we extend our appreciation to the treasured sponsorship that the Philip & Barbara 
Long Family Foundation have provided to St. Francis de Sales School. Thank you! 

 

http://www.stfrancisdesales.net/

